BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
time the intimate companion of Johnson; for his character
was marked by profligacy, insolence, and ingratitude : yet,
as he undoubtedly had a warm and vigorous, though un-
regulated mind, had seen life in all its varieties, and been
much in the company of the statesmen and wits of his time,
he could communicate to Johnson an abundant supply of
such materials as his philosophical curiosity most eagerly de-
sired; and as Savage's misfortunes and misconduct had re-
duced him to the lowest state of wretchedness as a writer for
bread, his visits to St John's Gate naturally brought Johnson
and him together.
It is melancholy to reflect, that Johnson and Savage were
sometimes in such extreme indigence, that they could not
pay for a lodging; so that they have wandered together
whole nights in the streets. Yet in these almost incredible
scenes of distress, we may suppose that Savage mentioned
many of the anecdotes with which Johnson afterwards en-
riched the life of his unhappy companion, and those of other
Poets.
He told Sir Joshua Reynolds, that one night in particular,
when Savage and he walked round St James's-square for
want of a lodging, they were not at all depressed by their
situation; but in high spirits and brimful of patriotism, tra-
versed the square for several hours, inveighed against the
minister, and 'resolved they would stand by their country*
I am afraid, however, that by associating with Savage, who
was habituated to the dissipation and licentiousness of the
town, Johnson, though his good principles remained steady,
did not entirely preserve that conduct, for which, in days of
greater simplicity, he was remarked by his friend Mr Hector;
but was imperceptibly led into some indulgencies which
occasioned much distress to his virtuous mind.
In February r 744 [The Life of Richard Savage] came forth
from the shop of [James] Roberts, between whom and John-
son I have not traced any connection, except the casual one
of this publication. In Johnson's Life of Savage a very use-
ful lesson is inculcated, to guard men of warm passions from
a too free indulgence of them; and the various incidents are
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